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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE — SEVENTH REPORT — 
“GROWING WA THROUGH INNOVATION: THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT’S 

ROLE IN FOSTERINGINNOVATION TO EXPAND AND DIVERSIFY THE ECONOMY” 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Innovation 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Innovation) [9.05 am]: I rise today to table the 
government’s response to the Economics and Industry Standing Committee report titled “Growing WA through 
Innovation: The Western Australian Government’s role in fostering innovation to expand and diversify the 
economy”. This is an important area, and the Liberal–National government is moving fast to address it. We have 
made significant headway since the report was tabled only a few months ago. I am pleased to advise that the 
recommendations of this important report have been surpassed by the pace at which the innovation agenda is 
progressing. As members will see, the government response is aligned with the recently launched 
Western Australian innovation strategy. This is more evidence of how the Liberal–National government 
understands the importance of innovation to the economy and is committed to realising its potential for ensuring 
Western Australia’s future economic prosperity. 

Last Wednesday evening I was privileged to attend the 2016 WA Innovator of the Year awards on the tenth 
anniversary of this vital program. Based on the quality of the winners and finalists, I can confirm that innovation 
in Western Australia is not only alive and well, but also world class. I encourage all members to look up a video 
of the overall winner of this year’s awards, Fastbrick Robotics. It is most impressive to see a robot the size of 
a truck building a house brick by brick. Not only is it remarkably fast and precise, but also, most importantly, it 
delivers a level of safety that is virtually unheard of. 

When one sees things like this, one realises that the problem for innovators in Western Australia has never been 
a lack of good ideas. As identified by the committee, one of the key problems our innovators face is accessing 
venture capital. We know it is out there; we just need to unlock it. The innovation strategy and the $20 million 
innovation fund are providing real, practical help to solve this problem. This is why the biggest allocation of 
funds is in the investment and infrastructure theme. We will fund grants and scholarships and co-fund great 
ideas, but in a way that promotes and stimulates further private investment. We are investing not just in our 
innovators, but also in creating the self-sustaining ecosystem that ongoing success relies upon. We will also 
provide for education and skills in commercialisation, and foster increased collaboration through an online 
innovation portal. We will also hold the Western Australian Innovation Summit, which was such a success this 
year, annually. 

The feedback I heard last Wednesday from the very best of the local innovation community is that the 
government’s innovation strategy is a huge step in the right direction. We have had a fantastic response from 
the innovation community, and I thank it for its contribution to this important undertaking. There will always 
be more to do in the innovation space and the innovation strategy is only the beginning. However, the 
vibrant innovation ecosystem that I witnessed at the Innovator of the Year awards shows that we already 
have a lot to be proud of. It was a powerful reminder that Western Australia truly is a great place to live 
and innovate. 

[See paper 4851.] 
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